
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL AUTHORITY

MINUTES

November 16, 2009

  

The regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical School Authority was held on
November 16, 2009, in Room K110 at the Technical High School.  The meeting was
called to order by Chairperson, Ralph Douglass, at 7:24 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

Michael Binder, Neshaminy Susan DeRosier, Bristol Township
Albert Champion, Bensalem Cecelia Murphy, Pennsbury
Ralph Douglass, Bensalem Alice Polomchak, Bristol Township
Gasper Favoroso, Bristol Borough Joseph Szafran, Bensalem
Rita Geddes, Neshaminy Vacancy, Morrisville
Arlene Goulding, Pennsbury Vacancy, Pennsbury
William Keenan, Bristol Township
Kevin Yeingst, Neshaminy

ALSO PRESENT

Joseph Pizzo,  Rudolph Pizzo and Clarke, LLC
Leon Poeske, Acting Administrative Director
Sharon Rendeiro, Business Administrator
Nancy Durkan, Bucks County Technical School Authority, Executive Assistant
Michael Gaspar, Facilities Manager

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Mr. Douglass asked for a moment of silence.
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES     A motion was made by Mr. Keenan, seconded by Mrs.
Geddes, that the reading of the Minutes of the previously held meeting on October 5,
2009 be dispensed with and that they be approved as previously distributed.   The
motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).    

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT    Leon Poeske, Acting Administrative
Director, informed members that the school will have a new website that will go live
approximately December 1, 2009.  Dr. Poeske said that the Authority will have a link
on the website with members’ names and districts and that the Minutes would also
be posted on it once they were approved.  

Dr. Poeske then referred to a Capital Improvements Projects handout at members’
place settings and proceeded to discuss the need for each item.  Mr. Binder said that
he would like to take a look at the roof problem on the storage outbuildings.  Mrs.
Geddes said that not having a walkway for the students was a safety issue.  Mr. Pizzo
advised members that there was a process for using funds and that the Trustee would
have to be notified.  Mr. Binder asked if the funds in the General Fund/Administrative
Fund account could be used for capital improvements.  Mr. Pizzo stated he would
check with the Bond Counsel, Robert Jones, and would advise.
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A discussion took place regarding the process to use the remaining bond funds and
Mr. Pizzo stated that it may require a letter to the Trustee, after the auditorium was
closed out, notifying them that the funds would be used for capital improvements.  Mr.
Pizzo suggested that the Authority make a motion authorizing this.

A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mrs. Goulding, authorizing the
Chairperson, Secretary, Administrative Assistant and/or school’s administration to
execute any necessary documents needed to effectuate the use of the remaining bond
funds for capital improvements.  The motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay,
0 abstained).

A motion was made by Mr. Yeingst, seconded by Mr. Binder, authorizing the school
to have an infrared audit of the roof, for an amount not to exceed $5,000.00,
contingent on the Trustee’s approval to use the funds on capital improvements.  The
motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr. Binder, authorizing the school
to prepare bid specs and bid the pavement repairs, listed as #4 on the Capital
Improvement Projects list at an estimated cost of $62,312;  to prepare bid specs and
to bid the addition of a walkway from Wistar Road to the annex building and part of
the ring road, listed as #9 on the Capital Improvement Projects list at an estimated
cost of $25,000; and authorizing the use of an outside company to prepare the bid
specs for these concrete projects if necessary.  The motion was unanimously
approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Mrs. Rendeiro referred to the purchase of replacement cafeteria equipment listed as
#5 on the Capital Improvement Projects list and stated that these items were on state
contract.  Members requested that those state contract amounts be presented for
approval at the next Authority meeting.

Dr. Poeske reported that the Open House held last month went well and that new
student applications had been distributed.  Dr. Poeske added that the student
application will also be available on the school’s new website.

OLD BUSINESS   None

NEW BUSINESS       A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr. Keenan,
to approve the following resolution:

     WHEREAS, The Bucks County Technical School Authority is a duly organized
Municipal Authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, existing and operating in
accordance with the Municipality Authorities Act, 53 Pa.C.S. 5601, et. eq. (hereinafter
the “Authority”) and
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     WHEREAS, the powers of the Authority are exercised by Members of the Authority
Board, who are appointed by the School Boards of the Bensalem Township, Bristol
Borough, Bristol Township, Morrisville Borough, Neshaminy, and Pennsbury School
Districts, respectively (hereinafter the “Sending Districts”), in equal number to their
proportionate representation on the Bucks County Area Vocational Technical Joint
School Committee; and

     WHEREAS, the School Boards of each of the Sending Districts appoint their own
Members of the Authority Board consistent with the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Authorities Act, the Authority Articles and ByLaws, and the policies of the respective
Sending Districts; and 

     WHEREAS, while neither the Act, nor the Authority Articles and ByLaws, preclude
or prohibit a School Board Member of one of the Sending Districts from also sitting
on  the Authority Board at the same time, past practice among the Sending Districts
and the Authority has been to avoid having a sitting School Board Member of a
Sending District also sitting on the Authority Board, so as to ensure that there are no
conflicts of interest on the part of an Authority Board member, and so as to avoid the
perception of a conflict of interest among and within the Authority Board, the Sending
Districts and the general public; and

     WHEREAS, it is now the desire and intention of the Authority Board to amend its
ByLaws so as to preclude and otherwise prohibit a member of any School Board of
a Sending District from, at the same time, sitting on the Authority Board,

     NOW, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED by the Board of the Bucks County Technical
School Authority, as follows:

1. Article VI, Membership, Section 1 of the ByLaws of the Bucks County Technical
School Authority is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“Section 1.  The Authority Board membership shall reflect the same numerical
and proportionate representational membership as the Bucks County Area Vocational
Technical Joint School Committee.  The School Board of each School District
represented on the Authority shall appoints its own Authority Board member(s) who
shall serve until replaced or otherwise removed, consistent with the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Authorities Act of May 2, 1945, P.L. 382, as amended.  Members of the
School Boards of each School District represented on the Authority shall not, at the
same time, serve on the Authority Board”.

2. The President and Secretary of the Authority are authorized and directed to take
all steps necessary to effectuate and otherwise carry out the purposes of this
Resolution.
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     RESOLVED and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical
School Authority this 16th day of November, 2009.

A motion was made by Mrs. Goulding, seconded by Mrs.Geddes, to approve the audit
and financial statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2009 as prepared by the
auditors, Major and Mastro LLC.  The motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0
nay, 0 abstained).

Mrs. Durkan asked members if there was a need for the December 7th meeting and it
was decided to cancel that meeting.

Mr. Douglass appointed Mike Binder, Rita Geddes and Cecelia Murphy to the
Nominating Committee to make a recommendations for officers at the January 4, 2010
reorganization meeting.

APPROVAL OF BILLS/TREASURER’S REPORT        A motion was made by Mr. Binder,
seconded by Mr. Champion, to approve the previously distributed Treasurer’s Report;
and payment of bills listed on the previously distributed General Expenses bill list in
the amount of $6,875.00. The motion was unanimously approved (8 aye, 0 nay, 0
abstained).
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT      Mr. Pizzo suggested that the ByLaws be re-typed to
incorporate the amendment previously approved.

Mr. Douglass stated that as he had been elected to the Bensalem School Board he
would have to resign from the Authority.  Mr. Douglass read a statement, which he
asked to be made a part of the Minutes, thanking the members and staff for their help
and cooperation for the past thirteen years.  Dr. Poeske presented Mr. Douglass with
a plaque from the Authority thanking him for his service since 1996.

ADJOURNMENT      A motion was made by Mr. Favoroso, seconded by Mr. Binder,
to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved (8 aye,
0 nay, 0 abstained).

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________
Arlene Goulding, Assistant Secretary
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